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Herschel Grammar School Interim Safeguarding Arrangements  

 
 
Context 
 
During the period from 18 January 2022 until at least 21 January, parents of pupils in years 8 and 
11 are being asked to keep their children at home.  
Schools are asked to provide care for a limited number of children - children who are vulnerable, 

and children whose parents are critical to the COVID-19 response and cannot be safely cared for 
at home. 
 
This appendix to our Safeguarding and Child Protection policy contains details of changes to our 
normal safeguarding arrangements and will be reviewed in the light of any updates to guidance.  
 
Vulnerable children 

 
The Department for Education’s definition of ‘vulnerable children’ includes those who:  

• Are assessed as being in need, including children:  
• With a child protection plan  
• With a child in need plan 

• Looked after by the local authority 
• Have an education, health and care (EHC) plan  
• Have been assessed as otherwise vulnerable by educational providers or LAs, for example 

those who are:  
• On the edge of receiving support from children’s social care services  

• Adopted  
• At risk of becoming NEET (‘not in employment, education or training’)  
• Living in temporary accommodation  
• Young carers  

• Considered vulnerable at the provider and LA’s discretion 
 
 
Children with an EHC plan will be risk-assessed in consultation with parents, to decide whether 
they need to continue to be offered a school place in order to meet their needs, or whether they 
can safely have their needs met at home. 

 
We remain committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all our pupils.  
Where the Head of Learning or DSL has identified a child to be on the edge of social care support, 
or who would normally receive pastoral-type support in school, we will ensure that a robust 
communication plan is in place for that child.  
 
Supporting children not in school 

 
The school will continue to share safeguarding messages on its website on the Safeguarding page. 
 
We recognise that school is a protective factor for children and young people, and the current 
circumstances can affect the health and emotional wellbeing of pupils and their parents. It is 
important that we manage our expectations of workload for pupils, their parents and staff at this 
time and all need to remember that while education is important, our priorities at this time should 

be our communities’ health and wellbeing and that of their families.  



 

 

 
Pupil Attendance and Attendance Monitoring 
 
Key worker parents will be asked to notify the school if they need their child to attend. Parents are 
asked to inform the school of any absence by emailing keyworker@herschel.slough.sch.uk 
 
Where it is deemed more appropriate that vulnerable children attend school, the school will follow 

up on any pupil expected to attend, and who does not, by contacting parents and the child’s social 
worker in the same way as above.  
 
Supporting children in school 
 
The Headteacher will ensure that staff to pupil ratio numbers are appropriate for safety, while 
ensuring that Covid-19 restrictions are followed.  

Any concerns about the impact of staff absence will be discussed with the local governing body.  
 
Availability of DSL or Deputies  
 
If there is concern about the safety of a child, whether that child is on or off site, then a member 
of the safeguarding team will be available to be contacted. 
 

Reporting a concern 
 
It is important that all staff who interact with children, including online, continue to look out for 
signs a child may be at risk. 
Where staff have a concern about a child, they should continue to follow the process outlined in 
the school Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.  
Staff are reminded of the need to report any concern immediately and without delay. 
 

• If the child is in school the child should be offered the opportunity to talk directly with the DSL 
(we could use Teams) or with another member of staff present in school that day. If a child 
prefers, they can write down their concerns initially and these can be emailed to the DSL.  

• In the case of children not working in school, if staff have concerns about the child’s safety or 
the child expresses concerns, these should be shared in the same way.  

• Any staff who are concerned that a child is vulnerable or may be vulnerable should email the 
HOL and cc the DSL.  

 
Where staff are concerned about an adult working with children in the school or are concerned about 
a member of staff’s behaviour towards a child who is working away from school, they should contact 
the Headteacher or the DSL.  
 
Concerns about a staff member or volunteer  
We will continue to follow the principles set out in part 4 of Keeping Children Safe in Education. 

Staff should continue to act on any concerns they have immediately – whether those concerns are 
about staff/volunteers working on site or remotely. We will continue to refer adults who have 
harmed or pose a risk of harm to a child or vulnerable adult to the Disclosure and Barring Service 
(DBS). We will continue to refer potential cases of teacher misconduct to the Teaching Regulation 
Agency. Any concerns must be referred to the Headteacher or the DSL. 
 
 

 

mailto:keyworker@herschel.slough.sch.uk
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/sh-herschel-slough-sch-uk/media/downloads/Safeguarding%20Policy%20July%202021.pdf
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Online safety in and out of school 

 
We will continue to provide a safe environment, including online. This includes the use of an 
online filtering system for pupils working in school and monitoring of emails and the chat 
function on Teams. 
Where pupils are using computers in school, appropriate supervision will be in place. 
 
Online teaching of pupils outside of school should follow the same principles as set out in the current 

school staff code of conduct. 
 
The majority of teaching is “realtime” or “live” teaching, delivered via Teams 
In Live Teaching pupils are invited to join “live” lessons via a Teams Meeting.  The teacher will 

decide whether the nature of the activity/ class mean pupils are allowed to have their 

microphones/ cameras switched on. 

The teacher’s audio and video are off until there are at least 2 pupils present.  
Teachers and pupils have neutral backgrounds.  

 
Learning activities and resources should be shared electronically for pupils to complete.  
All communication with pupils should only be though approved Microsoft applications – Teams or 
email.  Teachers may record virtual lessons/screencasts to explain or model learning and any 
videos created should be shared through Teams.   
 
Peer on Peer Abuse 

 
We recognise that school closure could lead to an increase in online peer on peer abuse.  
We will continue to follow the principles as set out in our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. 
 
The school will listen and work with the young person, parents/carers and any multi- agency partner 
required to ensure the safety and security of that young person. 
 

Concerns should be referred in the same way in the first instance and actions will be recorded.  
 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/sh-herschel-slough-sch-uk/media/downloads/Safeguarding%20Policy%20July%202021.pdf

